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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to dip 
the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
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17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 6, 8:30 & 11 A.M. 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now,” J.S. Bach 

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
 

Stand 
 

Joined to Christ Jesus in the waters of Holy Baptism, we are clothed with 
God’s promise of forgiveness and life.  Let us put this gift to use and prepare 
to meet our Lord.  We pray. 
 
We give you thanks, O God. 

In the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters. 

By your Word you created the world. 

You called forth life in which you took delight. 

Forgive us, merciful Lord. 

We have failed to delight you.  Our sinful habits injure the world.  We 
neglect your Word and dishonor your Spirit.  We fail to thank you as we 
should, with heart, soul, strength, and mind.  Forgive us, merciful Lord. 
 

As water is poured into the font –  

 

We praise you, O God.  You delivered Noah and his family through the waters 
of the flood. 

You led Israel through the sea, from slavery to freedom. 

To redeem the world, your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. 

You have made us your children in Christ through Word and water. 

Restore us, gracious Father.  Fill us in this hour with the power of your Holy 
Spirit, so that we will sing your praise, trust your Word, receive our Savior 



 4 

Christ with glad and cheerful hearts, and walk with him by faith through the 
days which lie ahead. 

Restore us, gracious Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

As a pastor of the church and at Christ’s command, I tell you that your sins 
are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 

Opening Hymn “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now,” #527 

Greeting  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Gloria  
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GOD’S WORD 
 

Today’s Prayer 
Let us pray. Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we 
are weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that 
with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.   
 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 

1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for 
help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 
3Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and 
violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 4So the law becomes 
slack and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous— 
therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 2:1I will stand at my watchpost, 
and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will say to 
me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2Then the LORD 

answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a 
runner may read it. 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks 
of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, 
it will not delay. 4Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the 
righteous live by their faith. 
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 The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

From the Book of Psalms 37:1-6 

8:30 Paraphrase of Psalm 37 (taken from The Seedbed Psalter).…………..Messiah Choir 
 
11:00    Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
1Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
2For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 
  and like the green grass | fade away. 
3Put your trust in the LORD| and do good; 
  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
4Take delight | in the LORD, 
  who shall give you your | heart’s desire. Refrain 
 
5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD, 
  and see what | God will do. 
6The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light 

  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. Refrain 

 

From a New Testament letter 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the 
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,  2To Timothy, my beloved child:  Grace, 
mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 
ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and 
day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I 
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am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother 
Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason 
I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying 
on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a 
spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
  8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of 
God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us 
in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through 
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer 
as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my 
trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have 
entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have 
heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good 
treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanking God for the Word of Christ (#865 stanza 1) 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To his feet your tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Evermore his praises sing. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King! 

 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 17:5-10 

 The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 17th chapter of St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If 

you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 
‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
  7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from 
plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place 
at the table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put 
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on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and 
drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you 
also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are 
worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Bridger 

Stand 
 

Hymn for Today “How Firm a Foundation,” #796 
8:30 Choir sings stanza 3 

Confessing our Faith  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 

Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portion of the prayers 
 

Lord in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer. 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
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Sit 

Mission Moment 
 

Gathering Gifts “How Firm a Foundation,” Cindy Berry 

Stand 

The Gifts are Presented “We Give Thee But Thine Own,” 
#686 stanzas 1,2 

We give thee but thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
As stewards true receive, 
And gladly, as thou blesses us, 
To thee our firstfruits give. 

 
Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace, 
You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and good news 
to tell.  Help us embrace our work with joy, and use what we have gathered 
to glorify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit; To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside cover. 
 

Communion Songs 
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“Father, We Thank You” 
“Thee We Adore, O Savior” 

#478 
#476 

Stand 
 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 
We thank you, Almighty God, for knitting us together in the one body of Jesus 
Christ, your Son. By the power of the Holy Spirit, fill us with such faith that 
our thanks will blossom in steadfast service to our neighbors and joyful 
witness to the world: through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 
 

 
 

A Song “O Jesus, I Have Promised,” #810 

 

A Mission 
  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “O Jesus, I Have Promised,” Valerie Floeter 

Psalm 37:5. Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 

Presiding Minister  – Pastor Burce 

Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter (8:30); Janice Snyder (11) 

Lectors – Christa Turnbull (8:30); Brandon Piteo (11) 

Communion Assistants – Kate Durban, Kent Skurkey, Christa Turnbull (8:30);  
Bob Stoddard, Linda Stoddard, Mike Thiel (11) 

Acolytes – Gavin Waugaman (8:30); Adam Digney, Ella Pierse (11) 

Messiah Choir (8:30) – Directed by Connie Triplett 

Cantor (11:00) – Dale Mortenson 

Organist – Connie Triplett 

Greeters – Karen Beodray (8:30); Kathy & Pat Gallagher (11) 

Deacons – Frank Beodray, Ray Durban (8:30); Sid Gator (11) 

Ushers – Adam Castro, Craig Jernigan, Steve Swanson (8:30);  
Jenna Cvijovic, Tom Cvijovic, Carolyn Flanagan, Larry Flanagan (11) 

Nursery – Jennifer Helmink, Haley Tome (11) 

Altar Guild – Tiffany Advani, Allison Paton, Diane Paton 

Trustee – Jason Reynolds 

  

  



 13 

 IN OUR PRAYERS 
 
 For the upcoming month of ministry leading towards Reformation  
 
 For the Woman of the ELCA (WELCA) and their collection of goods across 

our Northeastern Ohio Synod this month for Lutheran World Relief 
efforts around the globe 

 
 For those seeking health, healing, and comfort:  Becky Eicher (daughter of 

Nancy Ruth), Joyce Fry, , Judy Gahl, Janet Geiling, Robert Koback, Jacob 
Ressler, Dorothy Lewis, Phil Neumann, Arline Pillivant, Nick Schneider and 
Tim Stohs 

 
 In thanksgiving for all who planned, served, and participated in last 

weekend's 90th celebration of Messiah's ministry planted here on the 
corner of 215th & Lorain Ave and spreading far and wide beyond this 
corner lot 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 
In memory of our mothers by Donna & Wayne Fronius 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Oct. 6—WILLIAM TYNDALE, d. 1536, burned at the stake for translating the Bible 
into English.   
  
Oct. 7—HENRY MELCHIOR MUHLENBERG, d. 1747, missionary and organizer of the 
first Lutheran synod in America. 
 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c, Psalm 111, 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine 

services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator – Darlene Waugh 
Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 

 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
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